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Notes on the metallic blue banded species of Milionia Walker from Sulawesi, with
description of a new species (Geometridae, Ennominae)

Hiroshi INOUE
311-2, Bushi, Iruma City, Saitama Pref., 358-0053 Japan

Abstract Among the five nominal species of Milionia from Sulawesi three species have metallic
blue band on forewing. The blue banded species, everetti Rothschild, indigotica Inoue and
cyanofascia Inoue are redescribed and one new species, delicatula, is described, with illustrations
of moths.

Hitherto five species of Milionia, drucei Butler, 1883, celebensis Jordan & Rothschild, 1895,
everetti Rothschild, 1896, indigotica Inoue, 1992 and cyanofascia Inoue, 1992, have been
known from Sulawesi. Among them the last three have a metallic blue or whitish blue band
on forewing, being quite distinct from the other two. In this paper I will redescribe the three
species and describe a new species closely similar to everetti.

All the specimens, including the type-series, recorded in this paper are in the collection of The
Natural History Museum, London.

Milionia cyanofascia Inoue (Fig. 1)
Milionia cyanofascia Inoue, 1992: 161, fig. 27.

Wingspan 42-44 mm. Smaller than the next species whose wingspan is 45 mm or a little
over. Forewing with metallic blue band much broader, straightly running much more
proximally than in the next. The outer margin of the band not reaching tornus. The coloration
of the band is more whitish. Hindwing without blue fascia.

Specimens examined. Holotype, ', and paratypes, 2 §': Puncak Dingin, 1700 m, nr north
boader, S Sulawesi, ix-x. 1985 (S. Nagai).

Milionia indigotica Inoue (Figs 2-5)
Milionia indigotica Inoue, 1992: 160, fig. 26.

This is also a small species, wingspan 45-47 mm. Forewing with metallic blue band weakly
arched, running to tornus. Its width fairly constant. Under surface: forewing with metallic
blue area extended from near base to the outer margin of the band on upper surface. In one
male (Figs 4-5) among 9 specimens forewing with a red bar between vein 4 and 6 just outside
the band.

Spe01mens examined. Holotype, &', and paratypes, 2 &": Palolo Puncak, C Sulawesi, iii. 1989.
Palopo, iv. 1994, 5 ' ; Pekawa, C Sulawesi, 12. vi. 1912, 1 & (Dr Martm), Rothschild
Bequest, B. M. 1939-1.

Milionia everetti Rothschild (Figs 6-11)
Milionia everetti Rothschild, 1896: 98.

Larger than the preceding two species, wingspan 50-58 mm. Forewing with metallic blue
band nearly as in indigotica, but width of the band variable and rarely narrower than in the
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Figs 1-5. Milionia spp. 1. M. cyanofascia Inoue, paratype &'. 2-5. M. indigotica Inoue. 2-3.
&', upper and under surface (Puncak Dingin). 4-5. &, upper and under surface (Pekawa)

illustrated specimens. Under surface: forewing with basal area inside the band not filled-in
with blue, but the band is connected with blue streaks on anterior and posterior margins of
cell. Often the streaks are very weak or vanished. The band broader than on the upper
surface. Often hindwing with a red bar near tornus on upper and under surface. Sometimes
forewing with a red streak in the middle of the band, whitish in side light. Hindwing with a
blue band faint, usually vanished at anterior half.

Specimens examined. Holotype, ¥, Bonthain Peak, 5-7000 ft, S Sulawesi, x. 1895 (A.
Everett), Rothschild Bequest, B. M. 1939-1. Mt Tambusisi, C Sulawesi, iii-iv. 1996, 35 &' % .

Milionia delicatula sp. nov. (Figs 12-13)
Milionia everetti: Inoue, 1992: 160, figs 28, 31, nec Rothschild.

Wingspan 55-60 mm. Most similar to everetti, but forewing with metallic blue band broader,
almost straight at proximal margin. Hindwing with blue fascia usually much more complete.

In the genitalia of both sexes I could not find any constant differences between this and the
preceding species.

Specimens examined. Holotype, d": Puncak Dingin, 1700 m, nr north boader, S Sulawesi, x.
1985 (S. Nagai). Paratypes: type-locality, 7-10. v. 1985, 1 % ; Palopo, iv. 1994, 1 J".






