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Two new species of the genus Craspedosis Butler from the Moluccas, Indonesia
(Geometridae, Ennominae)

Hiroshi INOUE
311-2, Bushi, Iruma City, Saitama Pref., 358-0053 Japan

Abstract Two new species: Craspedosis abraxina from Halmahera and C. milionioides from
Seram, the Moluccas, are described. Moths and male genitalia are illustrated.

At present more than eighty small to medium sized species of the genus Craspedosis Butler,
1877 (Type species: Celerena sobria Walker, [1865] = Phalaena Geometra ernestina Stoll,
1781) are known from Malesia and Australia (Parsons et al., 1999: 193-196). The centre of
distribution is New Guinea: about thirty species each are known from Papua New Guinea and
Irian Jaya. Manifoldness of species of this genus is striking: some are very similar to
Nyctemera (Arctiidae) and Abraxas (Geometridae), but rarely ostentatious to brilliant Milionia
(Geometridae). Some species are confusingly similar in pattern with Bracca (Geometridae)
(Holloway, [1994]: 173). However, mimicry with other groups of moths has not been cleared
(cf. Holloway, Kibby & Peggie, 2001: 24-25).

In spite of diversity of colour and maculation the male and female genitalia are uniform
throughout the genus and it is very difficult to distinguish species by the feature of genitalia as
was pointed out by Holloway, [1994]: 173, with some exceptions.

In this paper will be described one new species from Halmahera and another from Seram,
Moluccas, Indonesia. The holotypes currently in my collection will be tranferred to The
Natural History Museum, London (acronym: BMNH) after publication of this paper.

Craspedosis abraxina sp. nov. (Fig. 1)

Male. Antennal ciliation thick, longest ciliae about as long as diameter of shaft. Palpus with
2nd joint black at dorsal half, pale yellow at ventral half, 3rd joint almost black with narrowly
paler at ventral area. Frons pale yellow, with a black band. Vertex ochreous, a black band
between base of antennae. Patagium ochreous, tegula ochreous with black terminal area.
Abdomen ochreous, banded with black at each segment.

Wingspan 43 mm. Wings black, forewing with two small triangular or wedge-shaped white
marks in cell, a white band at middle from discocellulars to vein 1. An interrupted white band
at subterminal area of both wings, represented by a row of triangular marks. Hindwing with a
broad white band at central area. Under surface nearly identical with upper, but the black
ground colour a little paler.

Male genitalia (Fig. 5). Identical with the type-species, C. ernestina (Stoll), and many other
species.

Holotype, J': Halmahera, xii. 1992, ex coll. T. Endo, in coll. H. Inoue. Paratypes: Halmahera,
Toeelo, (bought from E. Le Moult), 2 §*2 %, Rothschild Bequest BM 1939-1, in coll. BMNH.

This species is most similar to C. morotai Swinhoe (1900: 313) (Morotai Is), but both wings
with central white areas are narrower. Both species are ostensibly similar to Abraxas.






